Driver behaviour and accident records at unsignalized urban intersections.
The main purpose of the study was to investigate whether Stop signs differ from Yield signs in terms of their associated accident rates, and whether or not an increase in level or traffic control is necessarily beneficial to traffic safety at all hazardous urban intersections. The study is based on a "before" and "after" evaluation of accident rates at several unsignalized intersections, where the level of control was changed because of their accident history. It was found that any increase in the level of control at such intersections tended to cause more vehicle accidents and fewer pedestrian accidents, although most of the changes were statistically insignificant. Several possible explanations to the findings are evaluated and discussed. It is concluded that increasing the control level at unsignalized intersections will not necessarily result in an overall reduction in accidents.